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re you familiar with the popular U.S cable television show MADE Allow me to

describe the basic concept of the show.

At the beginning of each episode, a person is chosen to be transformed, or MADE

These individuals have a personal dream that they always wanted to pursue, yet
maybe did not feel the confidence or ability to do so. Whether it is a geeky, young

man who wishes he could become an opera singer, or a studious, shy girl who

secretly desires to become a popular cheerleader, MADEcreates the opportunities

for these dreams to become reality.

No longer willing to stand on the outside looking in, these people decide to take on
their dreams and choose to work hard on their paths towards accomplishing their
goals. Participants are assigned a professional coach who is an expert in their
particular field. This knowledgeable coach helps lead and guide the subjects on their

journey of transformation.

The MADUEconcept is a great idea. | thought | would use this style of story-telling to

show how Home Staging has the incredible ability to assist homeowners in today’s
real estate market. | am going to take you on the journey of an ordinary 1970’s era

home that wishes to join the newly built and more stylish competitors in the over-

crowded real estate market. This house wishes to be MADEnto an updated and

more attractive version of its best self so that it will look pleasing to potential buyers

who are looking for their next home.

Does this home have what it takes to morph into a serious contender who

can compete against the new construction rivals?

Will this homeowner listen to the coach’s guidance and advice?

It is time for this ugly 1970’s home to stand up and be MADE Find out whether it

will transform into a desirable choice for homebuyers! Let us begin the journey...
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Introduction of the MADEConcept

PART ONE - Setting the Scene and Production for: ~ MADE-Staged Home

Casting the Episode
Setting up Staging Production
Living Room
Kitchen
Bathroom
Master Bedroom
Guest Bedroom
Family Room
Outdoor Recreation Area

Ready for Sale

PART TWO — Behind the Scenes fo: MADE-Staged Home

Kathleen’s Bio

Marketing Sources

Staging Extras and Contractor Sources
Action Steps for Consultation

Staging - Production Proposal

Contact Information Page
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MADE — Staged Home
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- MADE- Staged Home

very episode of this creative show begins with casting. The person chosen needs

to have the desire for transformation, and should be open to any drama that may

occur during the project. | was searching for a cast member!

A Realtor in the area called me to view a property in need of my transformational
staging talent. This home had been on the market for a while and was not receiving

any offers, even though it was located in a highly desirable older neighborhood.

The real estate market has changed quite a bit over the past five years. Not only has
the inventory of homes for sale increased, but also the buyers are demanding more
amenities. No longer hunting for fixer-uppers, homebuyers want a move-in ready
home. Flooring allowances or uncompleted options are no longer enticements which
draw-in the buyer as they did in the past. Home Staging encompasses the

preparation process that will increase the marketability of a home for sale.

New home construction offers many perks, like personal choices in flooring and
lighting that are not found in traditional, older homes. But what older homes may
lack in terms of amenities, they usually make up for with a better neighborhood
location. Location, location, location. Combining the best of both worlds, upgrades
and location, is the way to strategically sell an older home in today’s real estate

market today.

The challenge in this episode is to create an updated look for a 1970’s home and
allow the personality of the house to shine. With this home, we cast our MADEstar!

Although the house is a typical one-story ranch, | felt that it was a perfect candidate

to prepare for the market with an updated style: Transitional traditional.

Today’s homebuyers prefer a more relaxed style of living. Transitional traditional is a
style that combines several elements to create a look of casual elegance. With the
potential savvy buyer in mind, | began preparing the Home Staging plan. In order to
appeal to many potential buyers and incorporate the homeowner’s furnishings,

| focused on the list of priorities that would create the broadest appeal for everyone.

One thing was definite...this Florida home desperately wanted to be MADE.
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he first impression for potential buyers needs to be welcoming and pleasing to the

eye. The example below shows that the 1970’s brown mirrored walls and the drab

flooring probably gives buyers the feeling that this home is not fresh and clean.

Living Room — Day 1

Mirrored walls, small, dark floor tiles, and exteri or railings made for an
outdated opening act. This living room needed more attention than a
basic application of lipstick!

Interesting features of this room included not only the view out onto the pool area,
but also the hexagonal-shaped dropped floor! The coffered ceilings also reflected
the unique shape; | thought this was a great detail to enhance.

Luck would have it that the sliding glass doors were in excellent shape and even

pocketed into the exterior side of the house wall. | am sure this old dog had been a

‘happening’ place back in its day!
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Time to bring this unique Florida home into the new millennium! Can this 70’s

throwback room be MADBEnto a more up-to-date stylish living room space?

Let’s find out....

Living Room — Day 3
Did you just love the wrought-
iron railings that surrounded the
sunken living room? Those

railings definitely had to go!

| also had the wall mirrors
removed. The ceiling and walls
were then skim-coated with a

light texture of drywall mud.

The brown carpet and padding
were pulled up. The walls were
painted a toasted almond color

prior to the floor installation.

Flooring is as important as a new pair of shoes. It sets the tone for the home and
can bring out various attributes in the space. In order to create a larger sense of

space, | chose a 24-inch light-colored tile. This was going to be a fantastic choice

for this home and it was the main room to begin the MAD Bransformation.

In this instance, | felt that competition with the hexagonal lines would be a challenge
if | tried to lay the tile on the diagonal. The tile was laid straight and by doing so, it
minimized the necessary cuts and resulted in less time and money spent. Every
space plan is different so each project must be analyzed individually. What may

work in one house does not always work in another.

The only mishap that occurred was the “no-show” for the original installation crew.
Stories upon stories of excuses sometimes accompany working with sub-contractors,
so | had to find an alternate crew at the last minute. The schedule was tight and the
arrival date for the furniture delivery was only days away!

There was no time to spare.
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Thankfully, a few calls later and with some amazing luck on my side, a new crew was
scheduled and ready to go. They worked long hours and completed the job quickly

and beautifully with flying colors. Whew...that was a close one!
After the floor installation was complete, new floorboards and crown molding were

added to finish off the transitional traditional look of the main living area. This home

was right on target for its MAD Egoal.

Living Room — Day 7

The transformation of this main living room created the ambiance of casual relaxation.
By simply changing the flooring and painting the wa lIs with a warm, neutral color, the
previous outdated room jumped forward into the new millennium!

The main feature of this room is the view out into the backyard gardens and pool patio
area. Staged with the homeowner’s furniture and ad  ditional purchased accessories,
the clean look of this space now appeals to many bu yers in today’s market.
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Kitchen — Day 9

Countertops and
appliances that are
Harvest-gold colored
and dropped ceilings
were very popular
choices in the 1970's.

Along with the “Brady
Bunch” brown
Formica cabinetry,
this kitchen was long
overdue for its staged
debut!

A professional Home
Stager will guide the
homeowner with
better choices for
what potential buyers
want for kitchen
amenities.

A Breakfast Bar would
be built up on the
front end of the one-
level counter to create
more seating options.

We know that
everyone loves to chat
with the chef while the
food is cooking.

(Besides, you never
know when delectable
morsels need to be
taste-tested!)

This 70s kitchen
needed a makeover in
order to entice more
buyers.
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omebuyers today no longer want to walk into a “handyman special” so the best

rooms must shine! The kitchen will often be the ‘key’ room that sways the buyer.

| knew this homely kitchen was ready to be MADE

Though it may appear to be a daunting task, working with a contractor and extra

hands made the demolition job an extremely fast and efficient production.

Kitchen — Day 10

The kitchen is the most important room to upd ate -- Hands Down!
Other than finding a dried up bull-frog under the stove, this room
had no further surprises!

By using the same basic layout, costs were dramatically contained. Keeping with the
transitional-traditional theme | had chosen for this home, cherry cabinets and warm-

colored granite would provide a beautiful touch for the kitchen. Replacing the lighting
with recessed lights would create more task lighting and update the look of the room.

New appliances were necessary as the stove no longer was functional. The old
refrigerator was moved out of the way into the garage. Additionally, the old cabinetry

was recycled (go green!) and installed on the garage wall.

&88888888&8EEELEEEEEEEEELEELEEEEEEEEEE &88EELEEEEEEEEEEEEELE



Always remember, the kitchen will be the area where homeowners will receive the
most return for their investment. To stay competitive with newly constructed homes,

| believe this room will be pivotal in the overall impression of the home.

Kitchen - Day 17

What a difference! Beautiful kitchens will sell themselves if you plan and design
them correctly. Staging each room includes providing the best preparation possible.
For instance, | researched the various choices of appliances so that | knew the

homeowner would be receiving durable quality and good value for the investment.

There was one unexpected challenge, which happened during the installation of this
room. The granite counters had been measured and cabinets were placed and
screwed into the walls before the stove arrived. When the stove was installed, its
front end stuck out a full 6 inches from the allotted 24 inches of countertop
allowance!
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Thankfully, the countertops had not begun fabrication when | called the granite
contractor to help me with this dilemma. The best solution was to build-out behind
the cabinets another 4 inches, re-measure the granite, and enjoy the extra

countertop space. Whew...that was a close one!

Small details make a difference, too. If you look, the front of the DCS gas stove has
a 45-degree edging and | asked the granite contractor to match it. That way, the flow
moves easily throughout the room. Even the angle of the vent hood style carries

through with the hexagonal shape of the living room ceiling and floor. Perfect.

Finding a balance with details ensures that the room shows all of its assets and does

not create too much confusion with the overall space design.

Because the kitchen is small to moderate in size, | wanted to keep the focus on the
overall feel of the room and not overdo the accessories. The cabinet hardware
knobs are finished with a rubbed oil-bronze color, which matched well with the
detailing of the cherry cabinets. They fit perfectly into the transitional-traditional style

of this gourmet kitchen!

Keep in mind — Home Staging encompasses the entire preparation of a home for
sale. Great home stagers will identify what areas to be repaired or replaced in order
for a home to look appealing for potential buyers. My job is to help homeowners
highlight the home’s best features. A smart investment will give the homeowner good
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return on their money. | think you will agree that this kitchen’s transformation really

looks incredible. Now, this kitchen is ready - MADHor fun times and serious

cooking throw-downs!

Next to the kitchen, the most important room to update is the bathroom. The task is

to figure out what potential the room has in order to create the best look.

Bathroom — Day 18

Notice the harvest gold-themed toilet, tub, and sink in this bathroom. The placement
of the towel bars and toilet paper roll holder created a cluttered look. When you are
working with a smaller room, less is more. Home staging not only helps the

homeowner prepare the rooms, it also provides the final decorative polish.

It does not take a large amount of money to adequately update a small room such as
this one. As an experienced Home Stager, | knew that this bathroom had to be

improved.
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Even though there are lots of choices of tile and cabinetry, | still needed
to stay with the transitional style of the home. Updating the personality of a room

is important, yet keep in mind that you do not want to over-do it!
Bathroom — Day 20

This outdated bathroom
certainly needed a new
pair of shoes!

Just like getting ready
for a special party, we
all want to look our
best.

Home Stagers are aware
of the styling trends that
will attract more buyers.

By installing less than
70 feet of tile, the look
of the flooring will
change from this crazy
collage-styled look to a
more peaceful and clean
appearance.

Today’s trends tend to be more open in appearance. While it may seem easy to
throw on a simple coat of paint in this room, the small cost of updating the vanity,
toilet and tub adds a whole new feel to this room. By adding rich color to the walls

and keeping the other items neutral, an elegant tone is set.

Because neutral basics were chosen, new homeowners will still be able to add their
own special touches, if they desire. Vanities are now being designed with comfort
height, as are many toilet choices. These choices are usually standard elements in
new home construction so make sure that you are current with the latest trends

in bathrooms when you are choosing your core replacement products.

Let's take a look at the new and improved MAD Ebathroom!
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Bathroom - Day 29

After the drywall patching was completed, the walls were painted with a dark tinted
primer to ensure the richness of the final coats of chocolate color. | chose a flat-
finish paint so the minor flaws on the walls are less visible. The tile set on the
diagonal floor helped to create the appearance of more space inside this private

room.

By keeping the counters simply adorned and open, the staged bathroom invites
buyers to appreciate the natural beauty of the marble. The under-mounted ceramic
sink also contributes to the clean appearance of the counter. The old mirror made
the room look too busy as well, so that was replaced with a traditional bronze-toned

framed mirror.

Together, the use of neutral wall color and coordinating lighter tones helped this

bathroom open up into an updated look that will appeal to many buyers. Pure luxury.
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Master Bedroom — Day 30

Master Bedroom — Day 34

A master bedroom
that is worn in
appearance will
have potential
buyers walking
away from a home.

To update the look
of the windows,
plantation shutters
were installed.

Dressing up the
walls with fabric
panels helped
create a more
elegant feel for the
Master bedroom
(and was done
with minimal
expense!)
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Guest Bedroom — Day 35

Rooms with visual appeal

help to sell a home.

Cookie-monster blue shag
carpet with orange highlights
may delight a few folks;
however, today’s prospective
buyers will most likely pass
up on a home that needs new

carpeting.

Outdated rooms do not sell a home quickly. Empty rooms do not sell them either.
Staging a home helps ground the space and gives warmth. In this room, | created
a simple focal area with the light window treatments, soft ivory linens and the

vanilla-colored, tufted queen headboard.

Guest Bedroom — Day 38
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Family Room — Day 39

Family Room - Day 42

With the updated tile
flooring, all this room
needed was a vinegar
and water solution to
clean the glass and
remove the ‘hippie
sunshine’ decals. Add
fresh new paint and
this fun space is ready
to go!

Placing a sofa in front
of the sliding doors
posed no issues as the
openness of the glass
created a view and
illusion of more space.

The back gardens are
readily accessed from
the Living Room.
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ne of the most important areas to consider is the landscaping. Buyers want to
move in and not have to excavate the entire yard just to enjoy it. As you can see
in the example below, the pool was stained and outdated in appearance.
The ‘rock garden’ was simply that...a garden of rocks. How lush is that?

Outdoor Recreation Area — Day 43

Backyard
garden and
pool areas are
important
focal points.

Homeowners
need to pay
attention to
the outside
‘décor’ as
much as the
inside of their
homes.

Thisis a
wonderful
opportunity to
create
additional
potential for
asking price
potential.

Great landscaping design can create a lot of value and visual appeal. There are
reasonably priced plant choices that offer low-maintenance and tropical beauty at the

same time. The return on the investment in this area is fantastic.

In a warm-temperature area such as Florida, most buyers want to enjoy the pool with
family and friends, so ensure that the swimming area is clean and well kept.

Otherwise, homeowners may risk losing a sale because of the unattractive yard.

This stained pool needed resurfacing with an updated tile splash. The cost of
replacing the entire deck was prohibitive so the decision was made to recoat and
paint it. The color for the pool was a fresh blue choice that allowed for mirroring of
the typical blue skies of Florida. By adding a basic, neutral 12-inch tile that was cut

in half, | was able to create a clean-looking trim framing the water’s edge.
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Removing the pool cage released a wonderful feeling of openness. To keep safety
code standards, a privacy/security fence was installed. New Floratam sod was
added to the space where the rock garden had been. Keeping the grass area simple
lets the viewer see farther back into the landscaping areas, and creates the illusion
of more space in the yard. A flowing line for the gardens along the fence also allows

for the eye to travel uninterrupted.

A sense of peaceful living is evident with this outdoor design. The beautiful

landscaping and the pool updates were worth the investment. Results: the backyard

gardens MADEhe recreational area perfect to relax in the Florida sunshine!

Outdoor Recreation Area — Day 56

My goal was to create a Shangri-La feeling...both on  the inside and the outside
of this home. All areas of a home need to be consi  dered for staging when
homeowners are preparing their home for today's rea | estate market.

By creating focal points and areas of interest, the stager enhances the visual

impact of a home, and potential buyers who see and remember them will be
more apt to want to purchase the property.
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MADE
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MADE — Staged Home
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ENHANCED INTERIORS & HOME STAGING
Fort Myers, Florida

Since | was a young girl, many inspirations influenced my natural creativity.
| have always enjoyed the challenge of making something ordinary look
attractive. Home Staging is a perfect fit for my decorative talents, because |
love bringing homes up to a higher level of beauty. It also gives me great
pleasure to help homeowners make their homes shine with a more polished
appearance.

In the recent past | lived in Southern California, and | was raised in the
beautiful coastal city of Sarasota, Florida. Both areas are rich in culture and
gave me wonderful exposure to a variety of different design tastes and artistic
approaches. Because one of my personal hobbies is Argentine Tango
dancing, | travel south to Buenos Aires at least once a year. Experiencing the
fabulous culture and 'European’ feel of this metropolitan city adds another
facet to my home décor and design influences.

When we blend our experiences in life with our passions, | feel that we are
living life to our fullest. Using both my talent for style and my love of homes,
it is my true pleasure to showcase the charming personality...found in every
home!
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Kathleen A. Garvey
Owner and Designer

Enhanced Interiors & Home Staging
4600 Summerlin Road, C2-565
Fort Myers, Florida 33919

Phone: (239) 849-6009
Website: Http://www.enhancedinteriors.net
Email: Enhancedinteriors@gmail.com

All content contained in this professional report is copyrighted by:

Enhanced Interiors & Home Staging, LLC. 2008
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